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Our free society is made possible by the dissemination of truth for which a free press is essential. Much of the daily 


ress, news weeklies and sadio cater to the material and sensational, 


yielding to the many pressures that play upon narrow provincialism and national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic 
practice and a rational defense system. The mass media, therefore, are not adequate for the lay mind which would maintain its dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth. For this more discern- 
ing public, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts, highly condensed and drawn from the most authoritative sources, which provide a greater insight into the crucial 
issues of the day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only as our society is motivated by Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and communism 
and move forward out of the tribalism of men towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





TV News Inadequate 

Columbia Broadcasting’s Gener- 
al Manager, Sig Mickelson, con- 
cedes that TV can’t cover the 
news without bias and distortion! 
The CBS official, appearing before 
the annual convention of the New 
England Broadcasters, stated that 
TV is not as free as the other media 
because emotional reactions to TV 
in the living room are much strong- 
er than the black and white printed 
word. “In any news touching con- 
troversial issues we get into trou- 
ble. We just have to back out and 
say as little as possible.” Yet, for 
millions, TV replaces reading. 


Subliminal Ethics 


Considerable consternation was 
aroused some months ago when it 
was disclosed that an advertising 
concern had tested a Subliminal 
Projection on an American audience 
with impressive and disturbing re- 
sults. The machine had flashed 
split-second messages on a movie 
house screen suggesting that pop- 
corn and soft drinks would be wait- 
ing for the viewers in the lobby. 
Large numbers of the audience 
went to the lobby for these refresh- 
ments when the first break came in 
the film program. 4 

When the public first heard of 
this brain-wash mechanism, the 
three major TV networks promptly 
announced that they would bar sub- 
liminal projection from all their 
programs. The Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, already facing 
accusations of corruption, dodged 
any responsibility for policing sub- 
liminal advertising. 

The Wall Street Journal, how- 
ever, has revealed that several big 
advertising houses are continuing 
further subliminal experiments and 
that contracts by the Subliminal 
Projection company are being made 
with movie houses and TV com- 
panies all over the country. 

Who will control the monster — 
and for what purposes? 





NEW ERA begins for this Newsletter and its readers on August 

first. In fact, we have already reorganized our contacts in the 
field of economic research and forecasts and have been presenting in 
each issue a highly condensed but comprehensive report on economic 
trends as these affairs will affect the lives of all of us. Such information 
through the year will in itself be worth many times the cost of the new 
subscription price of $2. We are also greatly enlarging our contacts in 
other fields. Although the editor’s trip to Iron Curtain countries, planned 
for this summer, has been postponed, several friends who are intimately 
associated with the tasks of Between The Lines will be in Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland and Russia; an English writer friend is now in Red China. 
Through these and other avenues we will be enlarging the resources 
we may draw upon to keep our readers the best informed, most pro- 
phetically aware members of their communities. 


Don’t forget — until August first, you may still send in subscriptions at the old 
rate of $1.50 per year, $2.75 for two years, $4. for three years. After August first, the new 
subscription rate will be $2. for one year, $3.75 for two years, $5.50 for three years. 











X-Ray and Forecast 


COMPLETE CHANGE IN OFFICIAL ATTITUDES towards 

atomic tests and atomic warfare is now positively taking place be- 
hind the scenes in Washington. Much fact and data is still hushed be- 
cause of the die-hard resistance of the conservative fanatics and Pentagon 
extremists who irrationally exaggerate the Communist military menace 
and minimise the deadly nature of radiation. 


THE ADMISSION IS NOW QUITE GENERAL — despite any- 
thing you hear to the contrary — that atomic tests must stop. The tests 
in the Pacific are being curtailed; only a few of those of the most defen- 
sive nature will be made. This change in official attitude has been caused 
by two influences: (1) the impact of the as-yet-unpublished report of the 
United Nations Committee on Radiation; and (2) the new type of scienti- 
fic advisement in White House circles. The UN Committee report re- 
emphasizes the dangers from radiation as reported in this Newsletter 
from various sources through past months. This generation and future 
generations are being harmed by the effects of the tests and the harm is 
substantial. Advanced information of the UN Committee findings were 
published in the Washington Post May 25. 


THE WHITE HOUSE IS NOW BEING ADVISED by world- 
minded scientists instead of scientists who were thoroughly innoculated 
with the U. S. military concept. Now in this strategic post are men who 
do not minimize the dangers of communism but who put communism in 
rational perspective in relation to the inexorable laws of universal nuclear 
energy — a perspective which the military and a certain type of reaction- 
ary political mind seem incapable of grasping. (Every generation is men- 
aced by tyranny and revolution.) In replacing Adm. Lewis Strauss and 
Dr. Edward Teller by such men as Dr. J. R. Killian, president of M.I.T., 
and Dr. Hans Bethe, the U. S. will live in a safer world. 


HE DE GAULLE DICTATORSHIP has great significance for all the 

free world. Although millions of words about de Gaulle were poured 

out in the American press, the most important factors have not been dis- 
cussed because of economic and religious pressures in this country. 

(continued on NEXT page) 


“What Can I Do?’’ 

Letters from readers describe an 
inspiring chain reaction from the 
experiences of others which appear 
regularly in our “What Can I Do?” 
column. Particularly significant are 
the renewed activities of many mid- 
dle-aged and older women who 
constitute America’s largest “leisure 
class.” These women, whose house- 
hold obligations are lightened as 
their children grow up, are qualified 
by education, experience and ma- 
turity to assume important duties as 
citizens in many specialized areas. 

In Seattle such a woman is now 
waging a vigorous campaign for a 
seat in the U. S. Senate. She is 
Mrs. Alice Franklin Bryant whose 
race may well take her to Washing- 
ton. But, win or lose, she will have 
focused public attention on vital 
issues and forced the opposition to 
face a clearly-drawn battle instead 
of the familiar bombast and evasion 
of many political campaigns. 

She is challenging her opponent 
on such issues as: (1) Stopping the 
atomic tests; (2) taking steps toward 
mutual disarmament under inspec- 
tion; (3) bringing into the open the 
local economic and political situa- 
tion in its relation to arms produc- 
tion, comparing its present poten- 
tial to the wider fields of useful 
production in which these indus- 
tries might otherwise be engaged 
for a peaceful society. 

Mrs. Bryant is uniquely equipped 
for service in the U. S. Senate. 
After graduating from the Univer- 
sity of Washington, she taught in 
Lingnan University in Canton, Chi- 
na, and later at the Government 
Trade School in Manila. She mar- 
ried Wm. C. Bryant, former pro- 
vincial governor in the Philippines. 
During World War II, the Bryants 
were imprisoned for 212 years in 
Santo Tomas Internment Camp. 
After their repatriation, they re- 
turned to Seattle; they contributed 
their indemnity money to the build- 


ing of new homes in Hiroshima. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








“What Can I Do?” 


(continued) 

Mrs. Bryant is the author of two 
books (including Religion for the 
Hardheaded, published by Dodd 
Mead,’53). She has lectured widely, 
published many articles and poems. 
She has one daughter and four 
young grandchildren. 

Many readers might well feel 
over-awed by Mrs. Bryant’s unusual 
qualifications and background. “But 
I’ve never left my home town. How 
could I get started on a new career 
—at my age?” 

The best way to start is by in- 
forming yourself thoroughly on 
whatever special subject you are 
most concerned about — your lo- 
cal city government, or an adult 
education program; the jail and 
police department, or the welfare 
agencies; the aged or the orphans 
or the hospitals. Collect factual in- 
formation from your library, news- 
paper files, court house; talk to key 
people. 

Become an authority on which- 
ever field you choose and let it be 
known that you are collecting such 
information, and can provide facts 
for others. Keep a live well-indexed 
file of clippings, booklets, statistics. 
Send concise digests of pertinent in- 
formation to legislators, public of- 
ficials, newspapers. Be available for 
talks to clubs, or if you don’t want 
to speak yourself, prepare talks, 
with colored slides, which members 
themselves can give to their clubs. 

If you prefer action to desk work, 
what about running for a local of- 
fice that you feel is being poorly 
filled? If you think your state leg- 
islature is terrible, what about try- 
ing to get elected to it yourself, or 
backing a good candidate who will 
“infiltrate” the political machine? 

If you want to work in a group, 
join (or organize a local chapter of) 
the League of Women Voters (1026 
17th St. N.W., Washington 6, D. 
C.) or the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom 
(2086 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.) 


The war in Lebanon centers on 
two prime facts: That Lebanon was 
for 3,000 years part of Syria but is 
now divided between French Chris- 
tian financial controls and the 
Moslem populations. Watch for our 
full report on this in the August 
issue. 








From a California business- 
man: “Journey Into Light is a 
brave book . . . says things that 
have long needed to be said. 
Protestantism will disappear un- 
less the challenge you present is 
answered. Then civilization will 


disappear.” 


Journey Into Light by Charles A. Wells 
is a study of the long search for truth in 
8 world darkened by dogma, and an ex- 
amination of First Century Christianity as 
the only solution for the moral dilemmas of 
the nuclear age. A handsome hard-cover 
book with illustrations by the author. Priced 
at $2.50 postpaid. Order from Between 








The Lines Press, Box 269, Demarest, N. J. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


TO GRASP WHAT'S HAPPENING, we must understand that, 
aside from communism, the two most important forces within France and 
Europe are democratic socialism and the Roman Catholic Church. The 
American press rarely touches on the influences of the Vatican, and a con- 
spiracy is maintained to keep the American people thinking that demo- 
cratic socialism and communism are the same, which is a bald and danger- 
ous falsehood. 


DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISM is the control and direction of 
wealth by the state for the benefit of all the people, with democratic 
processes remaining unimpaired and with free enterprise and private own- 
ership continuing within the framework of the state controls which pre- 
vent wealth from being exploited for the benefit of the privileged few. 
(With the wide diffusion of wealth in America, the need for democratic 
socialism is slight compared to those countries where wealth is old and 
deeply entrenched.) Communism is the confiscation and collectivization of 
all wealth by the Marxist state under the “dictatorship of the proletariat,” 
which has proved to be an unrelenting tyranny, with the destruction of al- 
most all democratic processes. 


THE GROWTH OF COMMUNISM in modern France has been 
held in check by progress in social justice through democratic socialism. 
Similarly communism has been unable to make progress in Socialist Scan- 
dinavia; this includes Finland and Sweden which lie hard by the over- 
whelming influence of the giant Marxist Soviet state. (In Swedish elections 
during May, only about three per cent voted Communist; in Italy, where 
social reforms have moved slowly and great wealth remains surrounded 
by much poverty, the left-wing Communist coalition got 36.9 per cent of 
the votes in recent elections of which about 25 per cent were outright 
votes for Moscow communism — all this under the very shadow of the 
Vatican! — N. Y. Herald-Tribune, May 27.) 


WHAT HAS CAUSED THE PARALYSIS of democracy in post- 
war France? Out of the defeat, disgrace and economic drain of the Nazi 
occupation, France’s struggle to reconstruct her economic and political 
life has been frustrated by the failure of the democratic Socialist move- 
ment and by the refusal of the old guard financial interests to relinquish 
their grip on the old French empire investments, or their unwillingness to 
transform the empire into a commonwealth as the British have done with 
such consumate skill. 


HE MAN WHO COULD HAVE SAVED FRANCE is Pierre 

Mendes-France. When Mendes-France was forced to resign in 1956, 
after two years in office, he had been hailed throughout the world — by 
such leaders as Winston Churchill —as the savior of France. He had 
stopped the senseless and ruinous war in Indochina; initiated a new policy 
of friendly cooperation with the Arab world by giving solid promises of 
partnership and independence to Tunisia; was on his way toward seeking a 
settlement with Algeria on the same basis. He also put the powerful 
French Army cliques under strong civilian control and brought France 
back into a full alliance with the West. 


MENDES-FRANCE WAS DESTROYED POLITICALLY be- 
cause he was a dynamic Socialist reformer, because he was a Jew — and 
because he drank milk! Marshal Petain, head of the Vichy regime during 
the Nazi occupation, did much to restore the church’s place of influence, 
especially in education. While millions of sincere Catholic laymen sup- 
ported Mendes-France, the Catholic hierarchy never accepts Jewish politi- 
cal leadership except under duress. The business world was against the 
Socialist Mendes-France because he began to ram through many economic 
reforms; his tax reforms, in particular, outraged the tax-dodging rich. And 
to stop the carnage which rampant alcoholism has brought to France and 
to stimulate lagging agriculture, Mendes-France drank milk and cam- 
paigned for a sober France. (Alcoholism costs France nearly a billion dol- 
lars a year. About one-third of French industry and trade is linked to 
alcoholic beverages.) 


CHURCH, BIG BUSINESS AND WINE TRUSTS locked arms 
to destroy Mendes politically. He was inundated by a campaign of smears 
and slander, based on falsehoods and distortions. The destruction of demo- 
cratic Socialist reform under Mendes-France gave birth to the distatorship 
of de Gaulle. De Gaulle is 67; Mendes is 50, and while immense pressure 
is being exerted to keep Mendes in eclipse, he still stands in the wings. The 
Socialist movement in France is unfortunately split in two parties, the 
Radical Socialists with whom Mendes is associated, and the Socialist party 
under Guy Mollet. (Further data on contemporary France and Mendes- 
France may be found in the new book Lost Statesman by the noted his- 
torian and authority on France, Alexander Werth. Published by Abelard- 
Schuman. Your library should have this book.) 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Krupp Comes Back 


British reporters in Germany re- 
veal that the Krupp family is re- 
capturing the control over the vast 
Krupp empire of steel and coal 
which largely financed and equipped 
the Hitler Army. The U. S. and 
British occupational Governments 
after World War II ordered Alfried 
Krupp to sell the coal and steel in- 
terests of his family’s firm within 
five years. The Krupp family were 
permitted to maintain some of their 
holdings in coal and the fabricated 
steel industry, but their major com- 
bine of coal, iron and steel was to 
be broken up. 

It has been disclosed that these 
transactions have been carried out 
through German banks secretly al- 
lied with the Krupps and Swedish 
friends of the Krupp family which 
are now re-establishing the financial 
links of the Krupp industries, put- 
ting the entire Krupp empire once 
more under the control of its for- 
mer owners. These transactions 
were evolved through the Bochu- 
mer-Verein Steel corporation, the 
Westfalen bank in Bochum and the 
Wenner-Gren Swedish industries 
which have affiliates in Germany. 

As the U. S. military has pushed 
towards the re-arming of West Ger- 
many as an ally, Krupps have been 
given an increasingly free hand if 
not considerable inside assistance 
from U. S. officials. Consequently 
U. S. press reports have remained 
silent on the news of the rehabili- 
tation of the House of Krupp, al- 
though the British and French press 
have carried several reports, some 
expressing considerable resentment. 


Peace Warrior 


All of Latin America has been 
stirred to larger efforts towards in- 
ter-American disarmament by the 
death of the famous Brazilian peace- 
maker in uniform, Gen. Mariano 
Randon. Gen. Randon had worn a 
military uniform for 65 years and 
yet he is one of the most famous 
pacifists in the world! As an Army 
lieutenant he entered the Brazilian 
jungle to make war against Ama- 
zon Indian tribes at a time when 
the slogan was “the best Indian is a 
dead Indian.” After experiencing 
the bloody futility and wastefulness 
of the Indian wars, he organized 
the Indian Protection Service and 
gave the strangest military order 
ever decreed: “Heal them, feed 
them, help them. Die, if necessary, 
but never kill.” Fellow officers 
jeered at the order. But the results 
in the jungle were so startling that 
Randon was promoted and given 
ever wider authority in the Amazon 
valley. In 1956 he was given Bra- 
zil’s highest military rank, that of 
Marshal. The whole Amazon valley 


had become a friendly, peaceful 
area. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Peace Warrior 


(continued) 

THE GROWING INTEREST 
in disarmament in Latin America 
is due to the realization that no 
Latin American nation can afford 
an atomic arsenal and that with 
anything less than that, all wea- 
pons will be inadequate in modern 
war. 

The Organization of American 
States, made up of Latin American 
nations, which has been successful 
in easing tensions and resolving dis- 
putes on many occasions, is being 
urged to promote hemispheric dis- 
armament conferences. “No Latin 
American country can arm itself 
with atomic missiles without eco- 
nomic disaster,” states the President 
of Costa Rica Jose Figueres, who 
has taken the lead in disarmament. 
“Our hope in Latin America is that 
we may help the world enter a new 
era in which nations find strength in 
peace and disarmament.” It is pos- 
sible that disarmament may get its 
start in Latin America, for the Or- 
ganization of American States has 
been one of the most successful and 
effective international institutions. 





RADIATION KILLS: New evi- 
dence again emphasizes that far too 
little has been known about the 
danger from radiation in the use of 
X-Ray in health services during the 
past years. Recent experiments have 
revealed that X-Rays administered 
by doctors to the pelvic area of 
pregnant women has played a major 
part in the rise of leukemia among 
young children. The Medical Re- 
search Center at Tulane University 
reports that twice as much leukemia 
(which is cancer of the blood-build- 
ing organs) was found among chil- 
dren born of X-Rayed mothers than 
among children born of mothers 
who received no medical radiation 
to the lower abdomen. About one 
in every five have received radiation 
in routine examinations during late 
pregnancy. And nearly one-third of 
the other malignancies occurring 
among the surveyed children were 
traced to the subjection of mothers 
to diagnostic radiation. 

Thus we face another stern warn- 
ing from science that far too little 
has been known, too little is still 
known about the danger of radiation. 


An eminent radiologist said re- 
cently, “Most doctors who pio- 
neered in the use of X-ray suffered 
radiation burns, many that . . 
proved fatal. And uncounted thou- 
sands of their patients suffered sim- 
ilarly, although the medical profes- 
sion has kept such news hushed to 
protect the practitioners, some of 
whom carried on for years after it 
was fully known to the doctors and 
scientists in other fields that they 
were doing much more harm than 
good.” Malpractice is still protected 
in many medical circles. 


And Samson Said to the lad that led him... Suffer 
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X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


DE GAULLE’S STRENGTH: he is a devout Catholic; he is ac- 
ceptable to business circles in both France and the U. S.; and he is not a 
Socialist reformer. He is a military man and, like Eisenhower, can com- 
pel the cooperation of recalcitrant military extremists. But can he, and will 
they let him, undertake the necessary surgery on the body of French poli- 
tics and economics without which France cannot be saved? 


Take tax reform: The rich evade taxes while the working class are 
heavily taxed. If de Gaulle tackles this problem, he will run head on into 
the Catholic hierarchy, for, as in Italy, the rich industrialists and land- 
owning families are closely entwined with the church, their sons in the 
hierarchy. (In Italy, two nephews of the Pope, members of the wealthy 
Italian aristocracy, are now being sued by the Italian state for large sums 
because they never pay taxes. Their defense is that since they are members 
of the papal family —a very large clan — they are above taxation. See 
Washington Post, May 3.) 


THE PARALYSIS OF INDECISION over Algeria arises from the 
realization, in the liberty-loving French mind, that the Arabic peoples of 
North Africa should have their freedom, and the conflicting realization 
that France, to survive as a major power, should hold on to the rich oil 
and mineral resources of the French Sahara to which Algeria is the gate- 
way. The Paris industrialists-bankers-investors would not tolerate the “part- 
nership” with the Arabic peoples advocated by Mendes-France. 

The Paris financial-industrial-wine-trust oligarchy and the deeply 
entrenched, though invisible, forces of the hierarchy have compelled 
France to turn to a dictatorship. This dictatorship appears to be moder- 
ate — but can it succeed without steadily increasing dictatorial power? 
This failure of democracy and the instruments of democracy in France is 
immensely significant because Germany, England, Italy, India, Japan, all 
face political transitions in the near future that can so easily involve crises 
similar to that of France. This pattern has been established — that democ- 
racy won’t work and we must have a strong man. The failure in personal 
and political responsibility of free men results in the cry for a symbolic 
figure that will assume responsibility, which is the door to tyranny — fas- 
cistic or communistic. 


HE FAILURE OF RELIGION is the crux. The weakness of France 

arises out of centuries of Christian dogmatism in which little of the 
spirit and teachings of the Galilean remain, hence agnosticism and cyni- 
cism flood the nation’s soul. Some 800,000 disciplined French Com- 
munist party members stand ready to fill this vacuum, for the Communists 
do believe in something. The nature of French Catholicism is revealed in 
the story of the worker-priests: In 1952, many young priests went out to 
labor in mines, docks and factories, to live as workers in working class 
slums, returning to their clerical robes for the sabbath only. These dedicat- 
ed young priests, and the enlightened Catholic laymen who supported 
them, hoped in this way to win the French working class away from com- 
munism and back to the church. Two years later the Vatican ordered the 
priests back to their cloisters — or else. 

(For further information — authoritative, documented and engrossing 
— about man’s progress through the long and continuing conflict with the 
forces of political, economic and religious dogma, see the editor’s new 


book Journey Into Light.) 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Constitutional Crisis 


A constitutional crisis, which is as 
important to our democracy as the 
de Gaulle experiment is to France, 
continues to grow in American life. 
It is centered in the issue of the 
power of Congressional committees 
Vs. the civil rights of the individual. 
Congressional committees investi- 
gating un-American activities have 
taken upon themselves the author- 
ity to force from individual citizens 
details of their past political beliefs 
and associations, whether or not 
such associations had any immedi- 
ate connection with the activities 
or principles of the Communist 
party. Individuals have often been 
the victims of damaging publicity 
arising from Congressional com- 
mittee investigation that included 
charges of Communist affiliations or 
implied affiliations with no proof 
submitted by the Congressional 
committee to sustain the charges 
and without the right for the ac- 
cused or the attorneys for the ac- 
cused to face and question the 
accusers and thus meet the charges 
with contrary evidence. When a cit- 
izen refuses to answer the questions 
pressed by a Congressional commit- 
tee, he may be cited for contempt 
of Congress and imprisoned. 


Extremely conservative Congress- 
men on these committees especially 
have used their position to imply 
guilt against those who held liberal 
views or had expressed an interest 
in Marxism as a political philos- 
ophy, or were friendly towards in- 
dividual Russians or representatives 
of the Soviet Union they had en- 
countered. Many committee hear- 
ings centered on such items al- 
though no evidence of participation 
in the Communist party activities 
was even hinted at, but “guilt by as- 
sociation” was established in vague 
ways. The Condon, Lattimore and 
Service cases, and others, were no- 
torious examples where no evidence 
submitted could stand court exam- 
ination. (The Lattimore case was 
dismissed in court; action on the 
Service case reversed by the State 
Dept.) Congressional committee- 
men, moreover, have repeatedly 
used such tactics to gain headlines 
and political prestige for themselves, 
disregarding facts and justice. 


On June 17, 1957, the U. S$. 
Supreme Court reversed the con- 
tempt of Congress conviction in 
such a case — that of John T. Wat- 
kins, who had refused to answer 
certain questions regarding his po- 
litical associations when subpoenaed 
before the House Committee on Un- 
American activities. In its decision, 
the court questioned the validity of 
the very mandate of the Congres- 
sional committees, asking: ‘Who 
can define the meaning of ‘Un- 
American’?” The court enunciated 
the following Constitutional limita- 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 











Constitutional Crisis 
(continued) 
tions upon Congressional investiga- 
tions: 

“The power of the Congress to 
conduct investigations . . . is not 
unlimited.” 

“The Bill of Rights is applicable 
to investigations The First 
Amendment freedoms of speech, 
press, religion, or political belief and 
associations (cannot) be abridged.” 

“Clearly, an investigation is sub- 
ject to the command that Congress 
shall make no law abridging free- 
dom ... An investigation is part 
of law making The First 
Amendment may be invoked against 
infringement of the protected free- 
doms by law or law making.” 

“Investigations conducted solely 
for the personal aggrandizement of 
the investigators are inde- 
fensible.” 

“There is no Congressional pow- 
er to expose for the sake of expos- 
ure ... There is no general author- 
ity to expose the private affairs of 
individuals.” 

“Nor is the Congress a law en- 
forcement or trial agency . . . these 
are functions of the executive and ju- 
dicial departments of government.” 

In resolving the Watkins case, the 
court held that the pertinency of 
the questions asked was so unclear 
that Watkins was “not afforded a 
fair opportunity to determine 
whether he was within his rights in 
refusing to answer, and his convic- 
tion is necessarily invalid under the 
Due Process Clause of the Fifth 
Amendment.” 

This action of the court created a 
storm among __ ultra - reactionary 
forces in and out of Congress. Those 
who were especially angry over the 
Supreme Court’s decision on segre- 
gation demanded action to “curb 
the court.” Conservative business 
circles supported demands for action 
to “curb the court.” The Senate 
Judiciary Committee, under the 
domination of such right-wing fa- 
natics as Senators Jenner and Butler, 
set about to write a “curb the court” 
bill. This bill has been approved by 
the committee by a vote of 10-5 un- 
der the whip lash of Jenner and 
Butler. The bill will get vociferous 
support from Sen. Eastland of Mis- 
sissippi and the other ultra-reaction- 
ary “states righters.” Most of the 
conservative sections of the press 
and news weeklies are presenting 
only the Jenner side of the case. 

Supreme Court Justice Wm. O. 
Douglas reveals what is going on in 
the mind of the court these days 
in his new book, The Right of The 
People (Doubleday). For a minor- 
ity in the court itself, led by Justice 
Frankfurter, tends to believe the 
court should restrict itself to “ad- 
monitions of moderation” rather 
than declarations of principles in 


terms of constitutional law. Justice 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


CONOMICS AND YOU: Social researchers reveal that the auto is no 

longer a symbol of prestige and success, and that the showy car is 
passe as a means of satisfying ego expressions. Small motor boats, hi-fi 
sets, small swimming pools in back yards, etc., have taken the place of the 
swank car as a symbol of fun and prestige. 

RESEARCHERS ALSO FIND that the average American family 
cannot support a car on the basis that is assumed by the auto manufactur- 
ers. The typical wage-earner receives about $67.50 per week; the average 
family car is driven from 700 to 1000 miles a month, but few families 
face the fact that the operation of a car costs at least 10¢ a mile for gas, 
oil, tires, repairs and replacement payments. “Let’s run over to Aunt Min- 
nie’s this week-end; it'll only take a tank of gas.” Auntie lives “only” 125 
miles away, but that’s a 250 mile round trip and it will take $25. out of 
the weekly family budget instead of a mere $4. tank of gas. When $70. to 
$100. a month is deducted from the family’s $300.-$325. a month take- 
home pay, there just isn’t enough left for the other essentials 

FAMILY BUDGET SPECIALISTS are demonstrating that the 
American family must get its outings and fun for about half the cost of 
today’s motoring — or suffer penalties. Most of us should re-examine our 
budgets in these terms. This is why foreign car sales are booming, while 
the only American auto manufacturers now making profits are those who 
are selling small cars that are inexpensive to operate. Business leaders who 
are depending on car sales to end the recession will have to face these facts. 

THE OIL CORPORATIONS are exploiting the car and home own- 
er without conscience. Eighteen months ago we reported on the monopoly 
manipulations of the fuel oil and gasoline market during and after the 
Suez crisis. Although the oil corporations had made the highest profits on 
record during ’55, and had lifted their earnings by an additional 18 per 
cent in ’56, they seized upon the Suez Canal crisis as an opportunity to 
raise prices still further, taking a billion dollars extra from the American 
consumer during the past inflation year. The oil shortages anticipated be- 
cause of the Suez crisis did not occur and large surpluses of fuel oil and 
gasoline have been accumulating. But with trivial exceptions, prices have 
not been reduced. As a result of the concerted manipulation of the market 
by the leading oil corporations and the extortion of unwarranted profits 
from the consumer, the U. S. Government has brought criminal suits 
against these companies for the violation of anti-trust laws — to protect 
free enterprise and the American consumer. (See N. Y. Times, May 29.) 

MOST PRESS REPORTS have touched lightly, if at all, on the 
main issue involved in these suits — that prices are being manipulated with 
complete disregard for the free market. This disregard, as we have empha- 
sized in previous analyses, is a more devastating blow at free enterprise 
than any Communist subversion to date in this country. The steel and auto 
industries are involved with oil. In view of the steel and auto surpluses, 
labor leaders suggested early this year that, if steel and autos would lower 
consumer prices, labor leaders would not ask for wage increases. On the 
face of it, if autos and steel would lower prices to the consumer, a move 
which would soon lower living costs, then the union leaders would have 
no ground for demanding wage boosts. But the industries have rejected all 
suggestions for price reductions and are now negotiating wage increases 
that will be used as an excuse for still higher price tags on steel and autos 
unless Government controls or public reaction stops them. 

THE BATTLE GROUND in our recession through this summer is 
focused therefore on this price and surplus issue which prevails in oil, gas- 
oline, steel, autos, lumber, building materials and many other products. 
For generations the basic law of free enterprise capitalism has been to 
lower prices to increase consumption when there is a surplus, and to raise 
prices to curb consumption when there are shortages. But because there 
are signs that the consumer is saving some money, industry so far has ap- 
peared determined to ignore the free market, thus compelling the con- 
sumer to pay what industry dictates. 

THIS IS BY FAR THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE behind the 
scenes at the present stage of the recession. By September, for reasons giv- 
en in our June economic report, there will likely be an increase in employ- 
ment with the possibility of a pre-election GOP “little boom.” The large 
industries are so allied with the GOP that this can easily happen. But if 
the big industries resist the pressure for lower prices and use small wage 
increases as an excuse for further price boosts, we'll be off again to more 
inflation, higher prices, cheaper dollars. But if prices start going down and 
wages hold level, that will be good news. Lowered prices and steady wage 
levels are the signs to watch for that will bring a healthy, enduring in- 
crease of trade and employment. July and August will be the critical 
months. September will see the signs quite clear. 
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Constitutional Crisis 
(continued) 

Douglas’ case is concisely put: that 
the precious First Amendment free- 
doms — freedom of speech, free- 
dom of religion, freedom of the 
press and freedom of assembly — 
are in danger and that this is due 
in large part to the attitude of some 
of our Congressmen and those they 
would influence in our courts. Here 
again the underlying purpose of the 
conservative is to maneuver pro- 
gressive economic views and liberal 
racial attitudes into an apparent as- 
sociation with “communism.” 

Justice Douglas also deals with 
another most critical area of Amer- 
ican life when he speaks of “the 
tendency of many Americans to 
take the attitude that military men 
can solve our important problems.” 
Concerning the trend in that direc- 
tion, he states: “The military mind 
specializes in military strategy, the 
training of members of the armed 
forces, their deployment in the field, 
and their maintenance and support. 
Those problems require a regime of 
centralized control and unswerving 
obedience. The problems of civil 
administration are different. They 
require leaders who know people, 
politics and the art of persuasion, 
and who have the ability to organ- 
ize a community on a voluntary, co- 
operative basis. 

“The military regime has the ap- 
pearance of efficiency. But actually 
it is a strait jacket of orders that 
can only be obeyed, not debated. 
The civil administration is the prod- 
uct of political processes rooted in 
the traditions of civil liberties and 
the rights of man.” 

Be sure to let your Senator know 
your own convictions. 


FREEDOM’S FRONT LINES: 
A noted Southern publisher and 
editor, Hodding Carter, of Green- 
ville, Miss., warns that pressure 
groups in small communities are 
threatening to destroy the weekly 
newspapers that defend unpopular 
causes and uphold civil liberties. 
Mr. Carter cites two small Missis- 
sippi weeklies, the Washington Ad- 
vertiser and the Durant News, 
which have been the victims of re- 
taliation by the White Citizens 
Councils and public officials for the 
stand these papers took against dis- 
crimination and the physical abuse 
of Negroes. “These papers are be- 
ing crucified by business interests 
and the organized gangsters of the 
Ku Klux Klan. These pressure 
groups frighten the advertisers, and 
the editors come under the guns of 
local merchants and local political 
bosses,” charges Mr. Carter. “There 
are 10,000 weekly newspapers that 
make up the backbone of our dem- 
ocratic freedom. Their survival is in 
danger from American Hitlers and 
their storm troopers in scores of 
American communities.” 





